Physiology and pathophysiology of the digestive organs in critical illness.
Prolongation of life in critical illness has led to the increasing involvement of the digestive organs by systemic hypoperfusion. The end result of profound ischemia is multiple systems organ failure. Digestive system failure, in most probability, becomes the terminal event. Understanding the physiology and pathophysiology of the digestive organs in critical illness allows for early detection and institution of prophylactic measures. Involvement of the liver, biliary tract, pancreas, stomach, and intestines is individually discussed.